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It means also cto turn to advantage/ and, from
what we have already said of the forth-giving
nature of culture, it will be seen that the
' advantage' in the cultural sense cannot be
purely personal or selfish. Indeed, the word
* improvement' used thus (as in * improving
the occasion to make a few rupees*) is used
wrongly, for its true connections deep down
among its roots are with the word prowess, and
the word prowess (though commonly thought
of as having strong muscles, a big sword, and
dare-devil eyes) really means * to do good *.

We gather, therefore, that culture is not a
negative thing, not a thing of well-bound books,
well-framed pictures, easy chairs and a languor-
ous pose, but a positive, active, serious matter.
It loves beautiful things, but not as ends in
themselves. It finds pleasure, but pleasure is
not its purpose. Says Emerson in his essay
on * Art/ " As soon as beauty is sought, not
from religion and love, but for pleaaure, it
degrades the seeker ", Now both religion and
love are positive, outgoing impulses of deyp-
tion. Scholasticism in either can never know
their true joy. "Not every one that
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